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The July issue of The Wire will be on sale on 

Tuesday 27 June 

The Wire on the Web: www.thewire.co.uk 

The Wire newsgroup: www.egroups.com/subscribe/thewire 
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Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, UK. 
or fax: +44 (0)20 7287 4767, or e-mail: info@thewire.co.uk. Please include a full 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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Q ver two nights in April, Terry Riley’s epic In C, will 


A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month . . 
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Pole mnsir combines glitch electronics with the cyclonic eddies of dub. In London, Rob Young 
meets its creator, Stefan Betke, to uncover a secret life of sound. Photography: Tim Kent 
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“If Gastr del Sol were Led Zeppelin, then Presocratics are Black Sabbath. 

Or, in even more meaningless terms: If Gastr del Sol were Nathaniel 
Hawthorne and the sophisticated moralism of his age, then Presocratics are 
the autodidactic posturing of Edgar Allan Poe.” —Kiloge Voice 


Produced by Jon Philpot and Presocratics 

































>rodigious appetite for unearthing secret knowledge and a collector’s compulsiveness made 
i Anthology Of American Folk Music, originally released in 1952, his esoteric interests ranged 
1 ritual. As the long lost Volume 4 of the Anthology appears for the first time, the following two 








Harry Smith (1923-91) one of the great polymaths of occult folklore. As well as compiling 
from avant garde film making to documenting native musics and immersing himself in magic 
articles outline the life and legacy of a true American maverick. Illustration: Karl Bielik 





















DUSTY GROOVES 

Disinterred in the 90s, Harry Smith's American folk anthology is the sound of the year of blandness, it was the year of silence For those who managed to make art 

history coming home to roost in the age of technological destruction. PETER 
SHAPIRO explains why 'primitive' music refuses to die 
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A bi-monthly series in which 
we offer a user's guide to the 
recordings of some of our 
favourite musicians. This 
month, Biba Kopf looks 
beyond The Velvet 
Underground, to the solo 
recordings of Lou Reed, John 
Gale, Nico, Moe Tucker and 
more. Illustration: Savage 
Pencil 



critically reviled most when the 
best music; and though constant if erratically planned 
touring secured them a fervently loyal fanbase, their 


on the group before they'd finished mixing the last 
album Loaded, Moe Tucker was temporarily absent i 
maternity leave, and Sterling Morrison, still resentful 
about agreeing to the 1968 sacking of John Cale, 



potency often begins to wither under close scrutiny,, 
new light shed on The Velvet Underground - where 
they came from, what they did next - only enriches 



of Jack Smith soundtrack 
CDs (Les Evening Gowns Damnees and 
Silent Shadows On Cinema 
the Atlanta, Georgia label 1 


es. The resulting hybrids could be 
iculous as a Jack Smith film or as 
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experiments of Cale, Conrad, MacLise and La Mo 
Young. Similarly illuminating is an Angus MacLise 
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Label/distributor contacts for this month’s issue 
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SW6 4TJ F020 7731 3866 
E info@cargouk.demon.co.uk 

Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV34 
6RP 701926 466300 


Cologne, Germany 7 00 49 221 95 25 
420 F 00 49 221 95 25 421 
E foimic@ndh.net W www.formicde 


London N1 7LLF020 7253 3237 
E infb.uk@harmoniamundi.com 
Ideal Ground Floor Unit, 25B Vyner 
Street, London E2 9DG 7020 8257 
3990 F020 8257 3368 


Ness, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides HS2 


Kudos 79 Fortress Rd, London NW5 
1AF 7020 7482 4555 F020 7482 


Pinnacle Electron House, Cray Avenue, 
St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3PN 
F01689 878269 


SE23 2LX 7020 8699 81 OOF020 

Thornton Heath, Surrey CR7 8JG 
E megacorp@dial.pipex.com 
Shellshock 79 Clyde Road, London 
N15 4FZF020 8800 8140 
E info@shellshock.co.uk 
Sony Rabarfs Lane, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP19 3BX 701296 426151 
F01296 481009 


These 112 Brook Drive, London SE11 
4TQ 7020 7587 5349 F020 7582 



E kvontill@earthlinknet 
Zomba Records Eickeler Str 25, 
44651 Herne, Germany F 00 49 
2324697222 Wwww 20 mba.de 


SE1 7020 7378 8866 
Vital 338A Ladbroke Grove, London 
W10 5AHF020 8324 0001 
WEA PO Box 59, Alperton Lane, 


Lyng Lane, West Bromwich, We 
ids B70 7STF0121 55: 
Baked Goods Ducie House, 37 
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Clive Bell gets in carnival mood at the Hayward's Sonic Boom expo 
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;day 1 ANTHONY BRAXTON Ghost Trance Ensemble (USA) 

iday 1, Wednesday 2 LEROY JENKINS violin solo + EQUAL INTEREST (US 

nesday 2 BRUNO CHEVILLON bass solo (FRANCE) 

- ........ pjano S0 | Q (HOLLAND) 


Friday 4 MISHA MENGELBERti piano solo lhullan 
Friday 4 SLIDERIDE TROMBONE QUARTET (USA) 

Friday 4, Saturday 5, Sunday 6 ELLERY ESKELIN / L. 

Saturday 5 INSTANT COMPOSERS POOL (HOLLAND, uoh; 
Saturday 5 PERICO SAMBEAT / BERNARDO SASSETTI (SPAIN, P 
Sunday 6 SUPERSILENT (NORWAY) 

Sunday 6 HAN BENNINK / ELLERY ESKELIN (HOLLAND, USA) 
Wednesday 9 HUGH RAGIN QUINTET with AMIRI BARAKA (USA) 


' ANDREA PARKINS / JIM BLACK (USA) 


Thursday 10 PETER BROTZMANN DIE LIKE A DOG (GERMANY, JAPAN, US 
Thursday 10, Friday 11, Saturday 12 JOE MORRIS QUARTET with 

MATT MANERI / CHRIS LIGHTCAP / GERALD CLEAVER (US 
Thursday 10 AMIRI BARAKA oral poetry solo (USA) 

Friday 11 GRAHAM HAYNES presents BPM (USA) 

Friday 11 JOE MORRIS / KEN VANDERMARK (USA) 

Saturday 12 AALY TRIO + KEN VANDERMARK (SWEDEN, USA) 

Saturday 12 JOHN PURCELL/Ji- 


Lecture: Anthony Braxton 

Workshops & Masterclasses: Han Bennink, Misha Mengelberg, 

Craig Tabom, Michael Zerang, William Parker, Joe Morris 

Films: Phill Niblock (*Magic Sun»), Michael Snow («New York Eye and Ear Control*) 
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Three-day festival marking the 20, 


of yctang outstanding talents fro 




1. GUYVORONSKY / 
PETROVA DUO (Russia) 

Vyacheslav Guyvoronsky - 


Louis Petts - s 
Adrian Northo 

2. CAROLYN HUME/PAUL MAY (GB) j ' 

Carolyn Hume - piano 

Paul May - drums 5 

3. RETURN OF THE NEW THING (Francs) * 


1. NOT MISSING DRUMS 
PROJECT (Germany) 
Joachim Geis - saxophone 
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Wed 7th Manchester Planet K 
Thurs 8th Sheffield Leadmill 
B Fri 9th Leeds Faversham 
liSat 10th Liverpool He$?iejeebies 


pieces 

‘ f, ' New Album Out Now CD / Vinffl 

Sun 11th Cardiff Club Met 

Mon 12th Nottingham Social 

Tues 13th London Water Rats 

Sat 17th Brighton Gemini Bar (Afternoon Beach Gig) 

Mon 19th Bristol Bierkellar 
Tues 20th jjjpsgow King Tuts 
Tburgh Venue 













June’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 
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Drifting 
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John ZORN 
FRED FRITH 
billLASWELL 
davidLOMBARDO 

A quartet of massive power. 

+support 

Monday 3 July 8pm 

^Barbican Centre 
020 7638 889U.ee 

WWW.ticketWeb.CO.uk (bkgfeel 

www.barbican.org.uk 5§jg§ 





































































http://www.isthismusic.com 
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Free CDs! Free magazines! 

Our June offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a full set of Wire Tapper CDs 
or three extra issues plus The Wire Tapper 4 & 5 —FREE! 
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i the way you discover music 












